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MURDER ON THE WATERFRONT 


IF YOU WANT 
ACTION—ASK 
FOR “BREEZY” 


Until lexicographers see B. 
Reaves Eason at work directing 
one of his thrilling movies, all 
definitions of the word “action” 
will remain inadequate. 

“Breezy,” as his friends have 
called him for twenty years, has 
been directing action pictures 
since the early days of the “flick- 
ers,” and when a studio con- 
templates producing a film eall- 
ing for an excessive amount of 
fast motion, it starts to look 
around for Eason. 

Warner Bros. was in that pre- 
dicament recently when they de- 
cided to make a thriller called 
“Murder on the Waterfront,” a 
picture based on spies at work 
within our own Navy. In this 
screenplay, every scene called 
for action and more action, as 
murder is committed to wrest 
information for our enemies, and 
everyone in the cast becomes 
suspect for the crime. 

There was only one man in 
Hollywood, as far as Warner 
Bros. was concerned, to direct 
this timely film and get every- 
thing out of its closely-woven 
plot, and “Breezy” Eason was 
that man. 

“Murder on the Waterfront” 
opens Friday at the Strand. 


IT’S MURDER! 


Mat 103 — 15c 
Warren Douglas and Joan Winfield as 
a sailor and his bride get mixed up 
with espionage and murder in War- 
ners’ "Murder on the Waterfront." 


NAVY NAILS NAZI SPIES 


Mat 205 — 30c¢ 


Uncle Sam's Navy is the target for nefarious Nazi activities in Warner Bros.’ 
thrilling film “Murder at the Waterfront" due Friday at the Strand. James 
Flavin, Fred Kelsey, Warren Douglas and Joan Winfield appear in this scene. 


Film Bares Navy’s 
Battle Against Spies 


“Murder on the Waterfront,”’ which opened yesterday 
at the Strand Theatre, is guessing drama that creates 
and holds a breathless mood of suspense and excitement 
throughout. Featuring Warren Douglas, Joan Winfield, 


John Loder and Ruth Ford, 


ture is woven around a plot of 
espionage at work in the United 
States Navy and it strikes for 
the interest of every American, 
giving authentic illustrations of 
our struggles against the in- 
genious enemy agents. 

It is the story of our country’s 
resistance against spies, who try 
desperately, through torture and 
murder to wrest a secret inven- 
tion from the Naval authorities 
— a thermostat to keep bomb- 
sights functioning at maximum 
efficiency at high altitudes. 

The inventor of the gadget is 
murdered after all forms of in- 
quisition fail. Before the killer 
is apprehended and the spy ring 
broken up there is plenty of ac- 
tion, thrills and drama. 

Warren Douglas, Joan Win- 
field, John Loder and Ruth Ford 
give convincing performances as 
the key figures involved in the 
maze of events leading to the 
successful apprehension of the 
criminal. 

The picture marks a definite 
achievement for B. Reaves Eason 
who directed adroitly from the 
excellent screen play by Robert 
E. Kent, who based his script 
on the play by Ralph S. Zink. 


this new Warner Bros. pic- 


SWORD-THROWING 
THRILLS THRILLERS 


A breathless and skeptic au- 
dience grouped around a knife- 
throwing team — Steve Clemen- 
to and his human target, Mar- 
garet LaMarr, who double for 
the main characters in Warner 
Bros.’ exciting film “Murder on 
the Waterfront,” which opens 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


The audience represented the 
members of the cast of the pic- 
ture who were watching prepara- 
tions for the filming. The trick 
was to inbed each knife in the 
backboard not more than six 
inches from the girl’s body .. . 
from a distance of fifty feet! 


This was the first exhibition 
of its kind ever called for in a 
Warner Bros. script. Gasps of 
relief were heard from all cor- 
ners of the sound stage, as each 
knife thrown by Clemento land- 
ed precisely at the designated 
spot while his partner glanced 
around bored and unconcerned. 

Actors who came to thrill au- 
diences—remained to be thrilled! 


—————____.. 


Naval Intelligence 
Breaks Up Spy Ring 


An exciting search for a dangerous spy is the theme 
of the new Warner Bros. film “Murder on the Water- 
front,” which opens today at the Strand Theatre. The 
cast is headed by Warren Douglas, Joan Winfield, John 
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Via Radio! 


If you think that the 
best way to get in pictures 
is via the stage, take a look 
at Warren Douglas, Bill 
Crago, and Bill Kennedy, 
all of whom have roles as 
Navy men in Warner Bros. 
“Murder on the Water- 
front,” the Strand Thea- 
tre’s current attraction. 
According to them the best 
springboard to motion pic- 
tures is experience in ra- 
dio. That’s exactly how 
each one earned his con- 
tract at Warner Bros. All 
three had several years ex- 
perience as announcers be- 
fore they got their “break” 
in pictures. 
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A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN DOUGLAS: 
JOAN WINFIELD - JOHN LODER + RUTH FORD 


Directed by B. Reaves Eason 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent « From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 


Loder and Ruth Ford. 

Joe Davis, a young sailor, and 
his bride are held as suspects in 
the murder of an inspector for 
the United States Navy who 
was sent to check a case of 
thermostats lodged at a water- 
front warehouse. In order to 
exonerate themselves and bring 
the true culprit to justice Joe 
and Gloria set about to solve 
the crime. Before the apprehen- 
sion of the Nazi spy there’s 
plenty of suspense and action. 

“Murder on the Waterfront” 
was directed by B. Reaves 
(Breezy) Eason, famed for his 
action pictures. Screen play was 
written by Robert E. Kent, from 
the play by Ralph Spenser Zink. 
Others in the cast include Bill 
Crago, Bill Kennedy. William B. 
Davidson, Don ostello and James 
Flavin. 


Mat 204—5%4 inches x 2 columns (160 lines)—30¢ 


(More Ads and Exploitation on Following Pages) 


- ADS - 


(Note the display ad on front page!) 


A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN DOUGLAS 
JOAN WINFIELD » JOHN LODER » RUTH FORD 


Directed by B. Reaves Eason 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent + From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 


Mat 203—4'% inches x 2 columns (124 lines)—30¢ 


A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN 
DOUGLAS + JOAN WINFIELD » JOHN LODER 
RUTH FORD ° Directed by B. Reaves Eason 


Screen Play by Robert E. Kent * From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 


Mat 202—3'2 inches x 2 columns (100 lines)—30¢ 
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TELLIGENCE 
Pes he SUPER-MYSTERIOUS 


a A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN 
DOUGLAS » JOAN WINFIELD » JOHN LODER 
RUTH FORD = Directed by B. Reaves Eason 


Screen Play by Robert E. Kent» From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 


Mat 201—2 inches x 2 columns (60 lines)—30¢ 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1943 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN 
DOUGLAS + JOAN WINFIELD » JOHN LODER 
RUTH FORD ° Directed by B. Reaves Eason 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent 

From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 
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Mat 102 
5 in. (72 lines)—15¢ 
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A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN DOUGLAS 
JOAN WINFIELD * JOHN LODER + RUTH FORD 


: Uirected by B. Reaves Eason 
, Screen Play by 


TWO ADS 


ON 
ONE MAT 


Mat 101—15¢ 
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SVCTItCVr tte certs 
A WARNER THRILLER with WARREN DOU 
JOAN WINFIELD - JOHN LODER - RUTH FORD 


Directed by B. Reaves Eason 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent + From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 


EXPLOITATION 


FBI Posters for Lobby... 


The FBI is making available a number of posters warning citizens 
against loose talk and asking that whenever they come across suspicious 
characters or news — they “Tell It To The F.B.1.” Place these posters 
in your lobby under the banner line: “STOP THIS MURDER ON THE 
WATERFRONT.” Add stills or blow-up of ad 202, which says: “NAVAL 
INTELLIGENCE NAILS NAZI SPIES.” Add copy: “Help the FBI and 
Naval Intelligence! See Naval Intelligence at work in Warner Bros.’ 


super-thriller, ““Murder on the Waterfront” . . . Coming Soon.” 


Teaser Cards 


Prepare a number of these 
teaser cards for spotting through- 
out your lobby, in store windows, 
on poles and billboards. For a spe- 
cial effect in your lobby, use a real 
dagger or bayonet to spike the card 


on your display. 


Is Yoursa Waterfront Town? 


If it is, be sure to follow through on these ideas: 

1. Arrange newspaper interview with Police or Navy Officer in com- 
mand of protecting the waterfront area to ascertain how they pre- 
vent “Murder on the Waterfront” and Naval sabotage. 


i) 


Obtain photos of local waterfront area, provided this is permissible, 
and display them in lobby under banner line: “See how Naval In- 
telligence Helps Protect Our Own Waterfront Against Nazi Spies 
and Saboteurs. See MURDER ON THE WATERFRONT... NOW!” 


Action Display For Lobby... 


Still WW 10 of your Vitagraph Exchange set shows a pretty girl serv- 
ing as the target for a knife-thrower. Enlarge this still to life-size with 
a small swastika painted on the cut-out over her head. Offer guest tickets 
to war bond purchasers who hurl a dart at the cut-out and hit a bulls-eye 


on the swastika. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE 
NAILS NAZI SPIES! 


The Navy’s Ace Sleuths 
Solve Super-Mystery © 


MELODRAMA! MYSTERY! 


Nazis Learn They Can’t Get Away With 
“MURDER ON THE WATERFRONT” 


SEE IT! STRAND THEATRE 
NOW SHOWING! 


Headlines Make a 
Sock Window Card 


This is the way to get up a block window 
card locally, using the scare headlines sug- 
gested in the copy above. Place these as you 
would a regular window card. For your lob- 
by, blow up this copy to ’0” x 60”, and add 
action stills from your Vitagraph Exchange 
set. 


P.S. Print some tabloid newspapers with 
this same copy, plus Theatre-name mast- 
head, for herald giveaway. 
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ACTION TRAILER! 


Every exciting second in this action- 
jammed trailer thrills, excites — and sells! 


Book it today! at your Vitagraph Exchange! 
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¢ OFFICIAL 
BILLING - 


WARNER BROS. 50% 


- (CAST - - — SYNOPSIS 
ee ee Ri pee teea Daniel Lewis (John Maxwell), an inventor, 
Lieut. Commander Holbrook....John Loder sent by Commander George Kalin (James 
Beatin Shee ee oe a Rath Ford Flavin) to a warehouse to check a crate of 
Liedts Dawsons 350 fees Bill Crago ; ; 
First Officer Barnes ............ Bill Kennedy thermostats, is found murdered, his body 


Captain David Towne 
William B. Davidson 
Gordon Shane ....:...2.....05.....-. Don Costello 


Commander George Kalin....James Flavin 
Guards See ee er Bill Edwards 
Sécond Sentry ee ee Ross Ford 
Pirst Sentey: oo.) 2 260s DeWolf Hopper 
Daniel Lewis. 2. ae John Maxwell 
Connors. ee Phil Van Zandt 
Petty Officer Thomas ........... Frank Mayo 
Captian Beak 05.0750.) cee Fred Kelsey 


- PRODUCTION - 


Director of Photography, Harry Neumann, 
A.S.C.; Film Editor, James Gibbon; Art 
Director, Stanley Fleischer; Sound by 
Stanley Jones; Dialogue Director, John 
Lucas; Set Decorations by Casey Roberts; 
Gowns by Leah Rhodes; Makeup Artist, 
Pere Westmore; Dance Direction by Matty 
King; Asst. Director, Les Guthrie; Unit 
Manager, Lou Baum. 


pinned to a gun-crate by a long bayonet 
through each shoulder. Joe Davis (Warren 
Douglas) a young sailor and his bride of one 
day Gloria (Joan Winfield) are held as sus- 
pects, along with Gordon Shane (Don Costel- 
lo), a professional knife-thrower and former 
naval officer. Shane is placed in the custody of 
First Officer Barnes (Bill Kennedy). Barnes 
unexpectedly offers to let Shane escape, thus 
arousing the suspicions of Gloria. Directly ac- 
eusing him of the crime she is about to call for 
help when Barnes attempts to throw her into 
the sea. Shane breaks in just in time to kill 
Barnes with a thrown bayonet. Captain David 
Towne (William B. Davidson) of the Naval 
Intelligence now reveals that he was working 
with Shane all along just to prove the case. 


Pictures, Inc. Presents 


“MURDER ON THE 


5% 


9 100% 
WATERFRONT 
with 
WARREN JOAN 209 
DOUGLAS — WINFIELD e 
JOHN LODER — RUTH FORD = 20% 
* * * 
Directed by B. Reaves Eason 15% 
* * * 
Screen Play by Robert E. Kent 398 
From the Play by Ralph Spenser Zink 26 
* * * 
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 5% 
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ce aan ovary > Pane TOE FAT RY 
SSE A A te can, SRE — EIRTT NETUONEL COTWEE 


1-SHEET Rental: 8e 


2 COLORED 
22 x 28's Quantity Prices 
Rental: 20c each COW az ae loc agers 


100 and over 


ONE-SHEETS 
50 to 99 lle each 
100 and over 


3 
COLORED 
ll x 14's 


Rental: 
35c for set 


INSERT CARD 
Rental: 12¢ SLIDE 15e each 


Printed in U.S.A. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


